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the duartehly review's re- 
view op inchiquex on the 
United states, in the iast no. 
of that journal, (no. '20) 

considered. 

' I ''HE unjust an<l peevish remarks 
■"■ of the Quarterly Review on 
the American*, have induced me to 
make the following observations. 
One would suppose that a people 
placed in a new and peculiar situ- 
ation, even if they had no kindred 
with us, and who had suffered con- 
fessed tyranny from Great-Britain, 
should be treated at least with equi- 
ty by our critics, who boast perfect 
liberality, and an extraordinary 
share of Christian forbearance. We 
will see how this is verified in the 
sequel. 

The reviewers begin by stating 
that they mean to avail themselves 
of many partial and scattered hints 
towards a correct portrait of the 
United States people. Without 
inquiring how partiality can afford 
correctness, we admit that 
there is some truth ini this declara- 
tion ; for they have congregated 
into this article all the partial and 
•plenetic hints of ail real and ficti- 
tious travellers in America. Ashe 
is a prime authority. Peter Porcu- 
pine's works, alias Cobbelt's, which 
they will not allow to be any author- 
ity in English affairs, are their text 
on American characters and insti- 
tutions. This is not all, for in 
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their eagerness to belie their trans- 
atlantic descendants, they impute 
opinions to Mr. Weld which he 
never published, though they have 
given the volume and page of his 
travels, in order to add bis authori- 
ty to their abuse. 

No doubt the cotnttiution of A- 
merica is not perfect, ami it would 
be marvellous if the immediate pos- 
terity of the English and Irish did 
hot partake of the vices and the 
failings of their ancestry. Among 
the ruost nffeusive failings of the 
British is their patriotic egotism ; 
they possess every virtue, they are 
wisest, most disinterested, most mo- 
ral. Whether the Americans iu» 
herit this monstrous predilection for 
themselves from the British, or whe- 
ther they are provoked by British 
pretensions to countervail insolence 
by claims of insulting superiority, 
they are little inferior to the Eng- 
lish in proclaiming their own ex- 
cellency. 

It appears, however, that the Bri. 
tish are more enraged at the Ameri- 
cans on account of the particulars in 
which they disagree from them, than 
of those in Winch thty follow their 
example. The grand cause of the 
enmity of the Quarterly Review- 
ers to the Americans, is the people 
choosing their king. This sin they 
attribute wholly to Franklin. In 
consequence, he is contemned as a 
politician, and as sin is corrupting 
and deadly, they reduce his claim* 
to philosophy to flying his kite, and 
grinding hit tlectrical machine. 
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They add, half of what he wrote was 
stolen from others, and the greater 
part of the other half is not worth 
preserving. 

The next great crime imputed to 
the Americans is the divorce of 
church and state. This, the Review- 
ers say, has been productive of a 
pretty numerous crop of illegitimate 
sects, all equally thriving, vndet the 
salutary and fostering neglect of the 
parent state. What - illegitimate" 
signifies, «hen the law condemns 
none as heretical, is not easy of 
apprehension, unless we must be- 
lieve that the law of England is de 
jure paramount in America. They talk 
of thewantofa national church aban. 
doning the people to visionaries and 
impostors. Then we have neither ! 
I believe Great Britain enjoys all 
sorts of visionaries known in Ameri- 
ca, except the Shakers, and pro- 
bably it enjoys many unknown to 
that country. At all events, if A- 
merica has Shakers, Jumpers are 



merica. What are the ranks of so- 
ciety whence the officers of our 
militia and volunteers are frequent- 
ly recruited ? Foote's farce of the 
Mayor of Garratt is not obsolete. 
Birch, a pastry cook on Cornhill, 
was, and for what 1 know is still a 
colonel. The only difference in 
this respect between America and 
England is, that in the former the 
militia are the regular troops, and 
the soldiery the irregular, which 
was formerly the state of England, 
though now this is reversed. To 
return to the judge. 

The Quarterly Reviewers would 
be very comical, if I bey were less 
angry, concerning an intemperate 
American judge In verity, out 
chief justices of England might af- 
ford them models of moderation, 
yet some considered the law tem- 
pest-tossed by Lord Kenyon, and 
actually wrecked under the pilotage 
of Lord Ellenborough. The re- 
viewers make an American judge 



exclusively the boast of Great Bri- figure as a boxing judge. Did they 

tai ": never bear of a boxing bishop > 

trorn church and state we come to And if I am not mistaken, I have 

the legislature. We are told by these heard of a reverend dean who 

Reviewers of a fracas in the House reputes himself the first buffer in 

of Representatives, as beipg abomin- Ireland. Yet we cannot quit this 

able in a country even advancing to- patticularwithoutacknowled°-ing the 
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wards civilization 
eis forget a mud 



but the review- 
greater disturb- 
ance, in which honest Jack Fuller 
assailed not merely a brother repre- 
sentative, but ih'e speaker's self. 
1 his happened in the Hou3e of 
Commons of the Imperial Parlia- 
ment of the British Empire. 

They pass from the legislature 
to the judgment seat. We are 
told of tradesmen being judges in 
the United States. And have not 
the English the same ? I speak not 
of jurors, but of the magistrates in 



in the administration and means of 
justice. There are no informations 
ex officio for state libels ; no spe- 
cial juries ; and we admit, for the 
reviewers dwell on the point, that 
there are no justices of the peace in 
America like our country gentlemen. 
Poor country ! Our country ma- 
gistrates, who are all gentlemen, 
ate marvellously discriminating ; 
they can analyze characters by 
colours, and virtue and vice are de- 



signated, not metaphorically by 
corporate cities, who occasionally white and black, but positively by 
determine complaints between man orange and green, 
and man. In the same spirit, they The public characters of Ameri- 
contemn the mihtary officers of A ca the reviewers variously assail. 
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They say of Mr. Jefferson, that 
" he had attained a smattering of 
metaphysics sufficient to confer on 
him a certain degree of notoriety 
among the planters of Virginia, and 
was particularly distinguished as an 
idmirer of that new species of phi- 
losophy which was destined to over- 
turn the ancient government of 
France." What a powerful devil is 
philosophy, which overturned, and 
has for ever overturned that go- 
vernment! For after twenty-two 
years* war to restore the Bourbons, 
that government is not restored, nor 
any thing like the ancient govern- 
ment of France. The revieweis 
say of Mr. .leflerson, " In the rebel- 
lion of the colonies against the mo- 
ther country, he was among the earliest 
to blow the blast of discord." The 
mother country — the nursing mo- 
ther ! Rebellious sons ! monstrous 
ingratitude ! and withal unlilial. 
To rebel against such a parent, that, 
pelican-like, fed you from the pene- 
tralia of her own body ! 

They proceed to inform us that 
Mr. Randolph, a member of Con- 
gress, would not fight Gen. Wil- 
kinson, who challenged him, and 
they revile him for treating the 
General with contempt. This de- 
served their castigation no doubt. 
It was heathenish when compared 
to the bravery of Mr. Put and Mr. 
Tierney, or the chivalrous exhibi- 
tion of those redoubted christian 
knights. Lord Castlereagh and Mr. 
Canning. 

Of vulgar battles, the reviewers 
tell us that the Americans gougue, 
and kick, and bite. How much 
more brutal these practices are than 
our own, i leave to the reviewers 
to calculate. But does not boxing 
attract the attention of all in Eng- 
land ? A battle of this kind pa- 
rades in detail in every newspaper, 
and a few days ago an account of 
4 dinner was set torth, at which 



were present Crihb, Gully, &c. 
and a number of amateurs, and 
Lord Yarmouth, the late vice cham- 
berlain of the Prince Regent, pre- 
sided at it ! 

We are then introduced to the 
females of America. Much is said 
on the' bundling of the girls. 1 
think this might have been omit- 
ted, in respect for the Welsh, who 
have beeH notorious bundlers time 
immemorial. Indeed it was un- 
kind towards their friend and con- 
fidant Mr. Southey, the poet lau- 
reate, to revile the American dam- 
sels for this pastime, as it was pro- 
bably transplanted to America when 
Thalabi, or Madoc, or cursed Ke- 
hama carried the Welshmen west- 
ward. 

We are told of the numerous di- 
vorces in America. So they are in 
Protestant Germany, where, ac- 
cording to the Baroness de Stael 
Holstem, the people are as sub- 
missive under their masters as the 
Americans were uneasy under 
theirs. What particulars are ex- 
hibited among ourselves i The 
highest oroers in Eugland are not 
paragons of conjugal fidelity, and 
the lowest have their faults. It is 
not uncommon for men to sell the r 
wives in Siuithtield. One with a 
halter round her neck was lately 
disposed of for sixteen shillings ; 
yet this is much better than the con- 
duct of a chief personage to his 
wife — the mother of that daughter, 
who, it her birth he not discredited 
by those who are most interested ti.r 
her honour, may command these 
countries. 

To conclude — as I have said the 
constitution and people of America ate 
sometimes in error, but their errors 
in the eves of those who emphati- 
cally call themselves iinglisli, is 
that hey have resisted the tyranny 
and unjust pretensions ol Britain J 
that they have txnibited a practice 
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refutation of the dogma, that men 
must be ruled by an hereditary ex- 
ecutive power, and a church estab- 
lishment. Besides, the American 
institutions are withdrawing the 
English, and Irish, and Scotch, 
from their native land. In Ameri- 
ca there is no king, nor civil list, 
approaching to two millions ; no 
hereditary legislators ; no subter- 
fuge of representation and borough 
majority ; no church establishment, 
with tithes and territories ; no sine- 
cure places ; no impress for land 
or sea service. Are not then the 
constitution and the disposition of 
this nation extraordinary, when 
they continue a powerful state, 
as without each of these our politi- 
cians inform us we must cease to be 
respected abroad or subsist at home, 
an efficient people. E. 
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Gentlemen, 
TN your excellent Magazine for 
•*■ the month of May, which as 
usual abounded with sound mater- 
ials I saw a letter signed " An Ob- 
server," on Party-spirit. The 
writer is evidently a well meaning 
man, but I believe on examination 
you will not find him a deep or 
a strong observer. This I regret, as 
he seems well-iotenti<med. He 
seems greatly at a loss to account 
for the political ferment at present, 
but he is certain the public mind is 
much disturbed : this is true, and 
the cause very evident. No period 
in the history of England so much 
resembles the present, as that of the 
second Charles, when Titus Gates 
made his political entree on the 
English stage. Locke says that fre- 
quently the high faction of church 
and state has been made use of to 
throw dust in the people's eyes. 



But he that has eyes let him see. It 
is not difficult to see more church- 
men ministering to the government, 
than ministering to the gospel of 
peace. 

When the sacred edifices erected 
to the God of Peace, and of Chari- 
ty, in Lurgan and Dromore, are de- 
corated with Orange flags ; when 
the demesne gates (not one hundred 
miles from Armagh) are thrown 
open to regale an Orange banditti 
after the destruction of the ancient 
cross in the market-place of that 
town ; when the Excise-Office of 
your own town is decorated with O- 
range emblems of discord and par- 
ty-spirit ; when such men as Warren 
Hastings are called to the privy 
council to give meet and discreet 
council to the king's ministers ; 
when the villain who forged the 
third part of the edition of the 
penal code is received at court with 
distinguished honour, and the writer 
of the first and second |>arls is sought 
after to punish him for saying Bar- 
ry's trial was not lair, although his 
honest Protestant counsel swore in 
open court that he threw up his 
brief at the trial of that man. This 
now is history whoever runs may 
read. Couple this with the Grand 
Juries pushed on by courtly men. 
At Monaghan assizes last August, 
no Roman Catholic appeared on any 
jury ; though party trials lasted 
several days, and theCatholics were 
punished. Down Grand Jury at- 
tacks the Catholic Board, for the 
opinion of an individual therein ; 
which opinion the Board condemn- 
ed publicly. The loo great delicacy 
of the Grand Jury of Down carried 
them too far, as no body is answer- 
able for the express uns of any in- 
dividual, when it is not their own 
act. Some speakers at that Board 
felt hurt at the Monaghan business, 
and honestly said so ; on which the 
County of Down Grand Jury says 



